
Third Sunday of Advent  (12/13/2020) 

 This is Gaudete Sunday where we are called upon to rejoice in the Lord always - our time 

of expectant waiting for the coming Jesus is punctuated by this Sunday of joy.  Joy for the 

presence of God we are to welcome in the person of Jesus Christ.  Today we reflect in joy at the 

great plan of God, a plan made to reverse the curse humanity brought upon itself, and we turn to 

look again at the great prophetic figure who announces the coming of the Messiah.  John the 

Baptist was a man of interest and confusion to many.  His manner of dress, his calling out from 

the desert signaled that not in the palaces of comfort was God to be found; not in the usual and 

restricted places alone was God’s voice to be heard.  From out of that wilderness John called and 

drew the curiosity of many. To hear that voice we, like those sent to John, need first to have 

expectations confounded and surrender to the plan of God. 

 In the Gospel, representatives are sent to John from the religious authorities to figure out 

two things (1) who is he?, (2) by what authority does he act?  Their attempts to understand him 

were hampered by the narrowness of their vision.  This may also happen to us, so let’s look at 

how the exchange between John and the authorities can inform our own response to the voice of 

God 

 John’ first and principal stance is humility.  He makes no pretense about who he is - he 

immediately admits he is not the Christ.  At this time Jesus was not alone in being acclaimed to 

be the Christ, perhaps they just though he was another one of these claimants.  His humility 

disarms them - they cannot refute what he does not claim, and he continues to point the attention 

to Jesus off himself.  Our own humility is an important method to disarm those who do not want 

to recognize the authentic message of Jesus.  Our ability to turn the focus not to ourselves, but 

rather to the person and truth of Jesus is an important step in bringing others into contact with 

that truth and that person.   

 These leaders are also confounded, as was said, by the narrowness of their vision.  They 

see things as happening in only one way.   They are looking for a return of the former human 

man Elijah, and they are also looking for another prophet who will be as great a lawgiver as 

Moses.  John is Elijah come again, as Jesus himself will state later - but not in the manner that 

they expected.  Not a return of the same individual from older times, but rather a prophet in the 



spirit and power of Elijah (as is indicated in the Gospel of Luke).  John means to say that he is 

not literally the prophet Elijah, but he is the prophetic voice of Elijah what has come - as was to 

usher in the age in which the Christ will come.  If they had not been so blinded by expectations 

then they would have seen the fulfillment of the prophecy which was occurring.  We too must 

recognize that the prophetic voice that God send to call to us may come from a source which we 

do not expect - but we should be able to tell by the message given if it is authentic and consistent 

with the faith as proclaimed by the Church.. 

 John also claims to not be the prophet Moses spoke of.  This prophet like Moses raised up 

by God, to whom all must listen, is Jesus himself.  Only Jesus has this authority, and John does 

not claim it.  The representatives of the Pharisees ask John what is his authority to baptize.  John 

takes the focus off of himself and his actions and points to Jesus as he refers to the greater 

authority - and the truly effective Baptism - to come.  His ministry only makes sense with 

reference to the ministry of Jesus - just as our own authorities and ministry merely derive from 

the authority and ministry of Jesus to whom we have been joined in Baptism.   

 It all revolves around Jesus.  Our own narrow vision, our own focus on our own authority 

is a dead end.  John helps us to see that our existence only makes sense when pointing to Jesus.  

John gives his answer to who he is by saying that he is the voice crying out in the wilderness -

calling for a straight path to be made to God.  May we hear this voice and through repentance 

make a straight path for God to our hearts.  May we, by tuning our ears to the voice of God, 

listen it when spoken to us.  May we not fail to encounter Jesus due to the narrowness of our own 

vision.  May we hold fast to the messages come down from old - knowing that God is true to His 

word and will answer.  This focus on the coming Jesus, this listening to and following His voice, 

this humble posture in the face of the coming Lord is really a source of great Joy.  This is what 

we focus on today - that by letting go of ourselves and clinging to the coming Jesus we can 

experience a joy that the world cannot give.  The joy of Jesus come to save us from sin and 

death, the joy of knowing a God who is faithful forever.


